Driving & Gate Directions

GROUP COORDINATOR: Make sure ALL drivers are informed of and have hard copies of the Driving
& Gate Directions (2 pages).

To the Science and Learning Center at Coldwater
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From I-5, take Exit #49 Castle Rock (SR 504)

Head east on SR 504 (Spirit Lake Memorial Highway)

Travel approximately 43 miles to the Science and Learning Center at Coldwater
You do NOT need a parking pass.

Please note that there are no signs for the Science and Learning Center. Once you enter the
Monument, you will travel east on Hwy. 504. After mile marker 42, you will encounter a fork in the road.
Stay left at the fork in the road (DO NOT veer right to go to the Johnston Ridge Observatory). You will

soon reach a closed gate at the Science & Learning Center that is unlocked but looks locked. Follow
the directions on the map on the next page to open the gate. See Google Map here.

To the Hummocks Trail Head
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From I-5, take Exit #49 Castle Rock (SR 504)

Head east on SR 504 (Spirit Lake Memorial Highway)

At approximately 43 miles veer right at the fork in the road, heading down hill toward Coldwater
Lake and Johnston Ridge Observatory Visitor Center

After about 2 miles, the Hummocks Trail Head will be on your right.

You do NOT need a parking pass.

See Google Map here.

To Coldwater Lake Picnic Area
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From I-5, take Exit #49 Castle Rock (SR 504)

Head east on SR 504 (Spirit Lake Memorial Highway)

At approximately 43 miles veer right at the fork in the road, heading down hill toward Coldwater
Lake and Johnston Ridge Observatory Visitor Center

After about 2 miles, turn left for the Coldwater Lake picnic area.

You do NOT need a parking pass.

See Google Map here.


https://www.google.com/maps/place/Mount+St.+Helens+Science+and+Learning+Center/@46.297248,-122.266556,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x5496a30091b18089:0x55c1e7a8d65ee306
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hummocks+Traihead+Mt.+St.+Helens/@46.286809,-122.2737201,565m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x5496a251f6726237:0x96d27cb08001757b!8m2!3d46.2868053!4d-122.2715261
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Coldwater+Lake+Picnic+and+Boating+Site/@46.2906281,-122.2688811,559m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x5496a254431e5d69:0x59641a0eca54b5b9!8m2!3d46.290513!4d-122.266096

DRIVING & GATE DIRECTIONS w

From I-5 take exit 49: WA-504 E/Mt St Helens Way NE MOGNT ST. HELENg
Remember to gas up your vehicle in Castle Rock or Toutle! It is 40+ mile uphill drive. The INSTITUTE
closest gas to the SLC/JRO is at Drew’s Grocery in Toutle: 5304 Spirit Lake Highway.

Around mile marker 43, the speed limit goes to 25 mph and the road forks.
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LEFT at fork. Observatory (JRO) I-5 exit 49 43 miles | 45 miles | 45 miles | 52 miles
: Stay straight to open and go ERIGHT at fork. SLC | 43 miles 2 miles | 2 miles | 9 miles
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